LORD RIDDELL'S INTIMATE DIARY OF   [November 1923

first wife, who was a wealthy woman, I had no money to speak
of. Indeed, I may say that I am a self-made man just as much
as you are. I had to fight my way In life."

We talked of the political situation. He said, " Who would
have believed, when Baldwin was made Prime Minister last
May, that we should now be in the throes of a General Elec-
tion ? He Is straightforward and honest, but his knowledge of
the management of public affairs is not profound. Perhaps
because he has had no experience, he is not skilled in the
management of Cabinets, etc., and does not understand the
preliminaries which should precede an appeal to the country.
At the same time, the wire-pullers are all urging an immediate
election. One objection is that there is no opportunity to collect
funds/'

I said I had told Hall that Protection was a good starter
but a bad stayer.

C. agreed and referred to Chamberlain's experiences. I
said, " It is curious to see Baldwin, F. E. and Chamberlain
embracing after all the talk aboutc second-class brains.'JJl

Curzon laughed and said, " I don't think the embraces
are likely to be very fervent on either side, but the same
thing applies to the Liberal Party. I don't think that Mr.
Asquith and Mr. Lloyd George are likely to embrace each
other with much enthusiasm."

Curzon spoke very bitterly of our Greco-Turkish policy,
for which he blamed L. G. and Venizelos. He said that when
the true history is written the story will prove amazing.

1 also had a long talk with Vansittart, Curzon's secretary,
who expressed gloomy views concerning the European situa-
tion, saying that France was now the only European power
that counted. Poincare' was a disagreeable man, but courageous
and obstinate. His policy was definite and capable of execution,
whereas ours was necessarily nebulous. I also had a few words
with Eyre Crowe2 on the staircase. He confirmed what Van-
sittart had said, and then left, looking like an undertaker.

1A contemptuous phrase directed by Lord Birkenhead against the new
Conservative Government.

2  Sir Eyre Crowe, Permanent Under Sec. for Foreign Affairs, 1920-25;
d. 1925.
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